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The Southwest Region Conference of Seventh-day Adventists seeks to share the wonderful gift 
of salvation in Jesus Christ to the over 43 million individuals living in the five-state territory of 
Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.  Very recently, the Conference has 

adopted the motif, “Moving Southwest ‘4’ Ward,” with the goal of advancing the four-fold ministry 
emphasis of: 1) Evangelism, 2) Education, 3) Media Ministry, and 4) Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
throughout the conference territory.

The Lord has abundantly blessed this initiative as can be attested in the synopsis below.

Evangelism
Baptisms and Professions of Faith

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
674 574 178 382 677

We praise the Lord for the growth in baptisms and professions of faith in recent years – particularly the 
77.22% gain (gain of 295 individuals) in baptisms in 2022 over 2021!
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Baptisms

We plan to continue our conference-wide evangelistic thrust in our churches, communities, and 
departmental ministries.  The Gospel Commission of Jesus Christ is clear, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.  Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20, KJV).

In 2023, we will have several public evangelistic revivals within our conference territory with two major 
campaigns (in harmony with the Southwestern Union Conference) in New Orleans, LA and El Paso, 
TX, respectively.
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Education
During the quadrennium, two of our schools have been housed in new buildings!  We congratulate and 
celebrate with Applegate Adventist Jr. Academy in Round Rock, TX and Shiloh Excel Christian School 
in Little Rock, AR on the building completion and acquisition of their school buildings respectively!

Also, during the quadrennium, our Conference hosted the First Lego League Robotics Tournament in 
2021 at Lone Star Camp in Athens, TX.  Eight schools from within the Southern Union Conference and 
Southwestern Union Conference territories participated in this qualifying tournament, and 12 schools 
are scheduled to attend and participate in 2023!  

Additionally, New Orleans Adventist Academy (NOAA) was featured in the September/October, 2021 
issue of Message Magazine, along with the 2021 North American Division year-end meetings, regarding 
the blessings of God on the evangelism ministry of NOAA as 60% of the students who were enrolled for 
the 2020/2021 school year were baptized!

Efforts will continue to increase enrollment in our schools, coupled with improving standardized test 
scores among our students.  Moreover, we’d like to begin setting the groundwork to establish K-12 
academies in the major metropolitan areas of our conference territory.  The Bible says, “And all thy 
children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children” (Isaiah 54:13).

Media Ministry
In our postmodern society, the utilization of media is commonplace.  Given the emerging proliferation 
of this communication medium, it is necessary to reach our present-day society in order to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ through relevant media.

We’re pleased to announce that we have a newly revised website, southwestregionsda.org.  Additionally, 
we digitally disseminate a monthly eNewsletter to our conference membership.  Members can subscribe 
to this new eNewsletter by visiting our website.  We have also experienced increased traffic on social 
media through our Facebook page, Instagram page, and Twitter account.

Each Friday evening, we now produce an online worship experience called, “Experience the Word.”  
Through this ministry vehicle, sermons, music, and conference updates are produced and shared with 
viewers.

We’re also excited that the Southwest Region Conference, in collaboration with the Interfaith 
Broadcasting Commission, Southwestern Adventist University, the Southwestern Union Conference, 
and the Texas Conference, produced a national Christmas Special that was shown on December 24-25, 
2022 on ABC Television affiliates across the United States.  This Christmas Special, entitled “Come Adore 
Him,” featured the preaching ministry of Southwest Region Conference president, Dr. Carlton P. Byrd; 
award-winning artist, Jonathan McReynolds; Naomi Raine of the award-winning group, “Maverick City 
Music;” the Southwestern Adventist University Singers and Orchestra; and a 500-voice children’s mass 
choir composed of Adventist elementary students from our Dallas, Ft. Worth, and Keene, TX schools 
and directed by Gale Jones Murphy.
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Youth & Young Adult Ministry
On October 27-30, 2021, the Southwestern Union Conference Pathfinder Camporee was held at Lone Star 
Camp in Athens, TX.  Our Conference hosted this event which saw nearly 5,000 Pathfinders converge 
on our campground.  In addition to the multiple worship experiences, social/fellowship activities, drill 
team and drum corps exhibitions, and honor earning opportunities, several of our young people made 
the decision to accept Jesus as their personal Savior and were baptized!

The “Let’s Talk with our Administrators” initiative for youth to interface with our conference 
administrators was held Sabbath afternoon, December 11, 2021, in Houston, TX and livestreamed via 
the internet.  Youth and young adults from across our five-state territory were able to ask our conference 
administrators about the beliefs, structure, and future of our church.  Additionally, questions were 
posed on how to engage more youth in the life of the church.  This initiative proved to be very beneficial 
affording administrators to hear directly from our young people, which is critical to being able to better 
meet their spiritual needs.

Our 2022 Summer Camp was held at Lone Star Camp in Athens, TX with over 200 campers!  In addition 
to enjoying and experiencing camp life, several young people made commitments to Jesus Christ and 
were baptized!
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Other Conference Milestones & Developments
We praise the Lord for His blessings on our conference through our “Moving Southwest ‘4’ Ward” 
initiative!  Additionally, we’d like to highlight three other important areas that we’ve witnessed the 
hand of God on in our conference.

1) Financial Growth

In recent years, we’ve experienced major financial growth in our conference as our Tithe Dollars have 
greatly increased, “Moving Southwest ‘4’ Ward” funds raised, and major debt eliminated!  Praise be to 
God!

Tithe Dollars
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

12,627,250.86 12,526,843.17 12,363,194.15 13,337,517.80 14,175,531.95
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14,500,000.00

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Tithe

In 2021, we surpassed $13 million in tithe and had a tithe gain of almost one million dollars - 2021 over 
2020 – the highest in the history of our conference!  Also, for the first time in our conference’s history, 
we surpassed the $14 million in tithe in 2022!  Praise the Lord!

The Lord also blessed our conference to raise $466,958.81 in “Moving Southwest ‘4’ Ward” funds in 2022 
which directly support Evangelism, Education, Media Ministry, and Youth/Young Adult Ministry in our 
conference!
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Our conference was also able to eliminate the following financial indebtedness:

• Bellfort Property – Houston, TX (2021)
• Midwest Christian Fellowship Property – Oklahoma City, OK (2022)
• Southwestern Union Conference Operating Loan (2022)
• Regional Conference Retirement Plan* (2023)
• Office for Regional Conference Ministry* (2023)

 *80% of this debt has been alleviated.  By God’s grace, these debts will be fully eliminated in 2023.

Additionally, the following congregations liquidated their church mortgages via the Southwestern 
Union Revolving Fund in 2022:

• Arlington, TX – Ebenezer Spanish
• Marion, AR – New Life
• Muskogee, OK – Berean
• Texas City, TX - Mainland

2) Major Events – 75th Anniversary Celebration of the Southwest Region Conference & 2022 Camp 
Meeting

On October 16, 2021, at the Mansfield Center for the Performing Arts (suburb of Dallas, TX), over 2,000 
persons attended the 75th Anniversary Celebration of our conference!  Although the COVID-19 Pandemic 
was still impacting societal life, persons from across our five-state territory were present.  Dynamic 
worship experiences for adults and children alike took place, coupled with honoring the living former 
presidents of the Southwest Region Conference!

After a two-year hiatus from “in-person” camp meeting due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, camp meeting 
resumed in 2022 at Lone Star Camp in Athens, TX in record numbers!  Our featured speakers were Dr. 
Carlton P. Byrd, Pastor Jason North, Pastor Tricia Wynn Payne, Minister Eric Thomas, and Pastor Henry 
Wright.  Our special musical guests included Grammy Award-Winning Artist, Donald Lawrence, the 
Oakwood University Aeolians, Gale Jones Murphy, MyRon Butler, and Stephen Manders & Decree.

3) Campground Improvements – Lone Star Camp, Athens, TX

Over the years 2021 and 2022, our campground, Lone Star Camp, has experienced major improvements 
and upgrades including:

• Newly constructed amphitheater
• New high definition video walls in the main pavilion and gymnasium
• Newly constructed youth department warehouse
• Construction has begun on a new mini lodge (to be completed in 2023)
• Permanent sound systems in meeting spaces
• Two-plus miles of added hiking / horse-back riding trails
• Cleared and extended pine tree camping area
• Replaced and relocated horse fencing - Archery Center
• Land and Forest Clearing around lake
• Upgraded the Internet to one gig service to accommodate livestreaming
• Acquired new jet skis for recreation
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Goals
As we seek to “move forward” in 2023, we have set the following conference goals for the year:

• 800 Baptisms
• Continued pursuit of our four-fold “Moving Southwest ‘4’ Ward” Emphases of Evangelism, 

Education, Media Ministry, and Youth/Young Adult Ministry
• $14.3 Million returned in Tithe Dollars
• $500,000.00 raised in “Moving Southwest ‘4’ Ward” Funds
• Debt elimination of the Regional Conference Retirement Plan debt and Office for Regional 

Conference Ministry debt
• Continued development at Lone Star Camp: 

1) Completion of new mini lodge
2) Completion of Archery Center
3) Installation of new up-lighting at main entrance
4) New signage around campground
5) Landscaping and tree replacement around campground
6) Begin construction on a 500-seat chapel

• Begin the process of securing a new conference office building

“Where there is no vision,
the people perish.”

Proverbs 29:18
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Notes
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